
@connectionscpc
No Longer Strangers…
Over 50 years ago Martin Luther King, Jr. noted the African-American people are on a “lonely
island of poverty in a vast ocean of prosperity.”

Our Building Beloved Community class, discussing the issues of race and its impacts on
poverty, wealth and health, has seen that Dr. King’s comment still has relevance. In 2019 the
medium U.S. household income was $70,321 for white households; $47,841 for Hispanic
households and $45,722 for black households (U.S. Census Bureau) That is one of the
bracing statistics highlighting disparities in our country. How shall people of faith respond? One
way to respond is found in the thought of Desmond Tutu, “We need to stop pulling people out
of the river. We need to go upstream and find out where they’re falling in.” Join the trek
upstream, join the conversation, join the class as we look for ways to Build Beloved
Community.

Iris Murdoch noted “We can only learn to love by loving.” It is the same with our stewardship of
God’s gifts, we only learn to give by giving. God has provided all that we are and all that we
have. Now is the time to consider our commitments of time, talent and treasure to God. As we
look to the future of ministry venturing forth from this corner, it is incumbent upon all of us to
match God’s generosity with our own. In that what we will assure a thriving future for God’s
mission and ministry at CPC. Wirth that in mind, please return your commitment card by
November 8.

The history of humanity is fraught with pain-especially the pain that comes accompanied by
fear and leads to oppression and violence of one people against another. This is the world into
which Jesus was born and through which his teachings called for transformation. The opening
words of an anonymous Jewish poet, “I believe in the sun, even when the sun is not shining,”
were scrawled on a wall during the Holocaust. From the challenges and darkness of this past
year, our Advent/Christmas season focus is taken from that anonymous poet, “I believe…” that
hope, love, joy and peace, still transform the world through the grace of Jesus Christ. Join us
in the weeks to come, in-person or virtually, as affirm why we can still “believe, even when” we
are discouraged.

Shalom,
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Tuesday nights, October 20-November 24, 7:00PM-8:00PM in the Pastors’ Gallery

To register, contact the church office at office@chesterpres.org or 804-748-4636.

LEARNING AROUND CPC
Walking the Path of Gospel Truth: 

A CPC Study on 
Building Beloved Community

ATTENTION CPC FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
Pre-school - Grade 5

FAITH FUN AT HOME PACKETS for NOVEMBER
There is still time to jump in on all the Faith Fun happening at home this month…4 more 
weeks remain in our “Compassion” themed packets that provide a once-a-week short 
devotional for your family to share together, including a weekly Bible story, as well as 
meaningful activities that children and families can do together.

If you have not already picked up your packet, stop by the church office during business 
hours this week and grab one for your family. Rev Sandra can also drop a packet off at 
your home if that is more convenient…just let her know!

Please contact Sandra if you have any questions: sbottoms@chesterpres.org or (804) 
748-4636, ext. 312.

mailto:office@chesterpres.org


MUSIC NOTES

We’ve begun our new Arts Classes and the Concert Series continues on December 6! A good time 
has been had by all in attendance of these events. Thanks to the Dream Team for their hard work in 
putting things together! 

ARTS CLASSES
Acrylics classes for Children – monthly classes with instruction for painting our own 

interpretation of masterworks. Classes are the 3rd Monday of the month at 5 PM.
Acrylics classes for Adults – monthly classes with instruction for painting our own version of 

masterworks. Classes are the 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 PM.
Crafting classes for Children – monthly classes with instruction for creating seasonally 

appropriate 3D art. Classes are the 4th Monday of the month at 5:00 PM.
Crafting classes for Adults – monthly classes with instruction for creating seasonally 

appropriate 3D art. Classes are the 4th Monday of the month at 7:00 PM.
Bonsai classes for Children and Adults – quarterly classes with instruction for creating a 

personal bonsai tree.

All classes include fees to cover the cost of materials provided. Registration forms are available in 
the church narthex. 

CONCERT SERIES

December 6, 2020 6:00 PM in the sanctuary - An Evening in December which is a holiday 
program with favorite music presented by our Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir and special guests.

February 7, 2021 4:00 PM in the sanctuary – The Directors in Concert featuring a program 
presented by Aubrey Lindsay, Douglas-Jayd Burn and Jonathan Durkovic

April 18, 2021 6:00 PM – Dancing with the Stars A program of dancing fun for all ages.

May 1, 2021 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM Festival of the Arts A program exploring the achievements of the 
classes of the year and exploration of new opportunities for the coming season.

Concert tickets will be available 2 weeks prior to each event. Tickets are to help us follow the 
capacity guidelines for personal safety. Tickets are free but donations are accepted.

The Festival of Music and the Arts at Chester Presbyterian sponsorship program will open later this 
year.

Concert tickets will be available 2 weeks prior to each event. Tickets are to help us follow the 
capacity guidelines for personal safety. 

PAX!

Jon



AROUND CPC
CCHASM Thanksgiving Meal 

Gift Package 2020 
October 18 - November 15

• We will create 50 complete gift packages
• Each gift package consists of 10 dry components plus a 

$15 gift card from Kroger, Walmart, Food Lion, Target, or 
Publix. 

• Details forthcoming. Watch your weekly eblast, CPC 
Facebook, or weekly bulletin.  

• All components and gift cards need to be returned by Sunday morning 11/15.  
• Any hands available to create the packages after church are welcome.  

For further information contact:
Andrea Harris (arharris75@gmail.com) or Cliff Noe (noetinman@verizon.net).

Welcome to our new Church Administrator, Marcie Murphy!

Marcie is a graduate of Christopher Newport. Thanks to her hospitality 
background and administrative experience, she is comfortable in both her 
church member relations and office coordination roles. She has a can-do 
attitude and willingness to take on special tasks, plus the knack for devising 
systems and streamlining processes to best serve our members and staff.

To keep her on top of her game at CPC, she walks a couple of miles early 
every morning, both to spend time in nature and energize for the day. When 
she’s not at the office, you might find her working on a DIY project at home 
or spending time with nearby family.

Chester Presbyterian was recently the recipient of a large
donation of key sanitizing supplies. These included
antiviral spray which sanitizes in 10 minutes, bleach, floor
cleansers, toilet sanitizers, window cleaners, Pine Sol
and paper towels.

We greatly appreciate the donation, and it is being used
for Preschool and general campus sanitizing. The
corporation has been personally thanked.

Community Generosity

mailto:arharris75@gmail.com
mailto:noetinman@verizon.net


SHARING THE 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

Shop our Forest of Virtual Giving!

Join the Mission Committee in a Virtual Gift Giving Adventure this Year!
We know that now more than ever many of our brothers and sisters,
both locally and globally, continue to be in need.

Items from the Presbyterian Giving Catalog will be available as tags on a Christmas Tree
in the Narthex. This display will be a physical reminder that we can have a huge impact
on a family or community with gifts that range from a $15 fishing net, $25 Family of
Chickens, $30 for Displaced Students up to a $250 Community Irrigation Water Pump
and more. The tree can be a way for our children to see how we can be God’s hands
and feet in our world of need as we give out of our great abundance! Gift purchases can
be made by phone (800-872-3283) or online @ presbyteriangifts.org.

Children in our community are counting on us to make
Angel Tree possible! Will you help connect children with
their incarcerated parents and show them the love of
Christ? It starts with a simple Christmas gift. We will
participate in this vital ministry virtually this year. That
means no in-person shopping and no in-person delivering.

We'll receive a link and an access code to see virtual
tags with the names of children assigned to our church.
You'll use the link and access code to select one or more
tags. Once your choice is made, you pay $22 for each virtual gift ($2 included for
postage). It’s that simple! Susan Mapes is coordinating this effort and may be reached
at (804) 928-1518 gmapes3@aol.com to answer questions.



“ADVENT-IN-A-BOX”
for Families with Children

Advent is a time to draw near to God as God draws near to
us in the birth of Jesus…“Advent-in-A-Box” is brimming
over with wonderful, easy suggestions to help your family
do just that! Our emphasis during this season will be to
attend to the most important thing -- preparing our families
to, once again, welcome the Christ child into our homes and
our hearts. This box will include family-friendly hands-on
activities that bring simple ritual to the important work of
nurturing faith at home. Open your “Advent-In-A-Box” and
find engaging ways to celebrate sacred moments and
discover together the true meaning of this season!

Pick up your “Advent-In-A-Box” beginning on Sunday,
November 29 when you come to worship… or just stop by
the church office during office hours to pick up “Advent-In-
A-Box” for your family. Please contact Rev Sandra if you
have any questions: sbottoms@chesterpres.org or (804)
748-4636, ext 312. Rev Sandra can also drop “Advent-In-A-
Box” off at your home if that is more convenient…just let her
know!

These are a few of my
favorite things…



v Deacon’s Bench v

Have you had to attend meetings virtually? I’ve “zoomed”, and “google met” but I haven’t “big blue 
buttoned” — yet. Your diaconate has been meeting “virtually’ and it has been interesting! Dropped 
calls, muted, video on, unmuted, video off, and of course there is the video stream that stutters right 
as a big point is being discussed. Does that stop your Deacons from taking care of God’s flock? NO 
WAY!    
The AED and First Aid equipment throughout the church was updated this month. Though we hope to 
never need to use them, you can thank a deacon for making sure they are stocked, tested, and ready 
for use. Several deacons were involved in taking altar flowers to members who have difficulty getting 
to church, so they could be enjoyed  in their homes. Of course our prayers are offered for you daily.   
It is our pleasure to serve you and our Lord.   

Christmas Poinsettias: Yes, it’s that time of year already – time to place your order for 
poinsettias that will help decorate our sanctuary during Advent and Christmas. If you wish 
to place a poinsettia in the church, please complete the form below and return it to Linn 
Coghill’s mailbox by November 29. The cost is $15.00 per plant. Submit your order, along 
with your check, as soon as possible. Order forms are also available in the narthex.  
Checks payable to Chester Presbyterian Church must accompany your completed order 
form. (Checks only, no cash please)

Please print exactly how you wish your name placed in the bulletin:

Name:___________________________________________________________

Number of poinsettias @ $15.00 each:  _________

In memory of: ____________________________________________________

In honor of: ______________________________________________________

Select method of payment:
Amount of check attached: $______

Or pay online: https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=142240
Add “Poinsettia” in the memo line

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=142240


AROUND CPC

Every Tuesday from
5:00PM to 5:30PM

Fellowship Hall Parking Lot
Call the church office by 3:00pm each Tuesday 

to reserve your meal.

Fresh, hot and home cooked 
delivered directly to your car!

Go to
www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards

to choose CPC as your charity.

The congregation of Chester Presbyterian Church knows how to put on
a yard sale! Some folks did pickups for the people who weren’t able to
bring their items, but who wanted to contribute. Others were here to
accept deliveries and sort and price things as they came in. So many
hands were filling carts, pushing them to someone else to take outside
as another cart came back from outside to be refilled, and the process
went on. At the same time, others were putting the finishing touches on
the Boutique in the Fellowship Hall, putting up signs, setting up the
cash boxes, putting up the tents and tables in the area roped off
earlier… many, many hands. I won’t even go into the break down of the
sale, but know that those same hands, now exhausted hands, took
care of that too. CPC made over $5700.00, one dollar at a time.

WE DID IT!!!

What a blessing, and God even sent us perfect weather! It was an honor for us to take the lead on
the yard sale, and we want everyone who helped, supported, purchased and sold to know how
grateful we are for your part in the success – THANK YOU!!!

Sharon Entwistle and Jude Osborne

http://www.kroger.com/CommunityRewards


3 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

    

For more information, contact Kim at 
804-748-9465 or visit our website at 

cpcpreschool.org.

CPC FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is continuing to provide food bags to those in need in our 
community and through CCHASM.  

Our pantry shelves need your help so that we may continue to provide to 
the members of our community. Donations can be dropped off Monday 
through Friday from 10:00AM to 1:00PM

We need the following:

Hearty Soup, Coffee/Tea, Spaghetti Sauce, 
Spaghetti Noodles, Rice, $10 Kroger gift cards

OCTOBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
• The CPC Treasurer, Anne Kalemjian, reported on the September financials. The 

Finance Committee is working on the budget for 2021.

• Pledge cards have been mailed. Commitment Sunday is November 8. 
Leadership Commitment is November 1.

• A Task Force will be formed to consider a requested change to the building use 
policy as it pertains to alcohol use.

• Christmas Eve worship is scheduled for 5:00 and 10:00. 



FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Your prompt attention to annual and Ignite commitments allows CPC to meet the 
challenges of ministry and pay down debt principle each month.

Thank you for your generosity.

Chester Presbyterian Church, Inc.  
Analysis of Revenues & Expenses - Summary  

For September YTD  
     

Headings and Account 
YTD 

Actual YTD Budget Difference 
 

Revenues(1)     
   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 328,143  308,087  20,056   
   Other Revenue 13,738  25,446  (11,708)  
   Payroll Protection Program 59,743  0  59,743   
   Special Gift 0  0  0   
Total Revenues 401,624  333,533  68,090   
Expenses(2)     
   Salary & Benefits 235,781  255,847  20,067   
   Presbytery and Benevolence 30,353  31,488  1,135   
   
Worship/CE/Membership/Music/Stewardship 5,235  11,365  6,130   
   Plant Operations & Church Admin 56,734  69,590  12,856   
   Mortgage Loan & Insurance 56,825  51,457  (5,369)  
   Long term Planning 0  0  0   
  Total Expenses 384,928  419,747  34,819   
      
Net Total(3) 16,695  (86,214) 102,909   
      
      

Ignite Campaign  

Total Ignite Income from last 
month 

Revenue 
from this 

month Expenses 

Ending 
Ignite 

Income 
Amount paid on 
Mortgage to date 

Amount 
to pay on 
mortgage 

this 
month 

395,106.03  30,183.00  0.00  425,289.03              395,106.03  
   
30,183.00  

      
Mortgage Balance $497,265.47     

Ignite Pledge Balance $231,828.00     
      
      
(1) Revenues – Items in RED are where we are behind on income  
(2) Expenses – Items in RED are where have spent more than expected  
(3) Net Total – RED on this line means we are behind where we would like to be  
**All numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause slight “differences” in totals 

 



STAY IN TOUCH
STAY IN TOUCH
CPC has many ways of staying in touch while we practice social distancing!  

FACEBOOK
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter.

WEBSITE
Check out the church calendar, view sermons or make a donation.  
Everything you are looking for is on our website!

YOU TUBE CHANNEL
Weekly worship service is posted on the Chester Presbyterian Church 
YouTube Channel.  Grab a cup of coffee and enjoy service from home.

Keep in touch with all your friends at church.  Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to have an account created.

CHURCH LIFE APP

Gordon B. Mapes, III
Pastor

gmapes@chesterpres.org

Linn Coghill
Membership Coordinator
lcoghill@chesterpres.org

Sandra Bottoms
Director of Christian Formation

sbottoms@chesterpres.org

Kim Hopkins
Preschool Director

preschool@chesterpres.org

Kathy Peebles
Financial Secretary

financial.sec@chesterpres.org

Anne Kalemjian
Treasurer

treasurer@chesterpres.org

Jon Durkovic
Music Director

jdurkovic@ chesterpres.org

Marcie Murphy
Church Administrator

office@ chesterpres.org

Staff Contact Information
(804) 748-4636     www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours:   8:30AM – 3:00PM
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