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No Longer Strangers… 
 

In a small Jewish town in Russia, a rabbi disappeared 
each Friday morning for several hours.  His devoted 
disciples boasted that during those hours their rabbi 
went to heaven and talked to God. 
 

A stranger who moved into town was skeptical, so  
he decided to check things out.  He hid and watched 
the rabbi.  The rabbi got up in the morning, said his 
prayers, then dressed in peasant clothes.  He grabbed 
an ax, went into the woods, and cut some firewood, 
which he then hauled to a shack on the outskirts of 
the village, where an old woman and her sick son 
lived.  The rabbi left them the firewood and went 
home. 
 

The newcomer became the rabbi’s disciple.  Now, 
whenever he hears a villager say, “On Friday morning 
our rabbi ascends to heaven,” the newcomer quietly 
adds, “if not higher.” 
 

Another rabbi serving humbly comes to mind in this 
old folktale, Jesus.  In the gospel of John, the central 
event on the night of betrayal, is not the meal.  Rather 
it is Jesus humbly washing the feet his disciples.  Foot 
washing was a necessity in ancient times.  It was a sign 
of hospitality offered to guests after a journey.  It was 
normally performed by slaves or by the guests them-
selves.  By washing his disciples’ feet, Jesus combines 
the role of slave and host.  His actions define what 
kind of host Jesus is. 
 

As we continue our Lenten journey, how can we bet-
ter follow the model of the ultimate host and servant, 
Jesus?  Shall we chop wood for another?  Wash an-
other’s feet?  Welcome a stranger?  Visit the sick? 
Share a word with the destitute?  
 
Shalom, 

Liturgical Movement in Worship:   

 

In our worship experience, there are many different  

elements that draw us into God’s presence such as the 

building structure and space, music, words we hear, 

beauty of the stained glass, banners or symbolic ob-

jects within the sanctuary, gestures of welcome.   

 

Sometimes it is the nonverbal elements of worship 

that can be the most meaningful.  Movement and 

dance have been a part of worship since the Bible was 

written.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 4, Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday, 

we will add a Liturgical Movement interpretation of 

the Lord’s Prayer to our worship.   

 

How will these gestures of worship invite you feel 

God’s presence in new ways?  Come and experience. 
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 CPC Stephen Ministers  
 

 

 . . . are members in our  

congregation who listen, care, encourage, and 

provide emotional and spiritual support to 

our CPC Family who may be going through a 

crisis or difficult time.  If you would like to 

request a Stephen Minister, please contact 

Gordon Mapes (804-748-4636) or Marnie 

Brown (804-530-3580). 

Your request will remain confidential. 

Finance 

The Chester Presbyterian Church Session has  passed a balanced 

budget for 2018: 
 

    Projected Income:  Pledges    $457,036 

   Other:    $124,822 

   TOTAL:   $581,858 
 

    Projected Expenses:  Salaries and Benefits:  $310,861 

   Mortgage and Insurance:   $124,025 

   All other:   $146,972 

   TOTAL:   $581,858 

MUSICAL NOTES by Jim Dorn 
 

At both Services on Sunday, March 4, Leslie Matthews, a Soprano in the Chancel Choir, will solo on  
The Lord’s Prayer by Albert Hay Malotte.  As you can read elsewhere in this Newsletter, there will be  
interpretive movement during this piece, choreographed by Ann Dunbar.  Leslie is new, both to CPC  
and Virginia.  She is a citizen of both the U.S. and the United Kingdom, and has pursued studies and  
a career on both sides of the Atlantic. A cum laude graduate of Smith College with a major in music,  
Leslie studied in New York with Metropolitan Opera sopranos Judith Raskin and Clarice Carson and in London 
with Madame Lo Siew Tuan.  Beginning her career as a mezzo, Leslie made the switch to the full-lyric/dramatic 
soprano repertoire, including: Fiordiligi in Cosi fan Tutte, the Countess in Marriage of Figaro, Leonora in Il Trovatore, 
Amelia in Ballo in Maschera,  Mimi in La Boheme, First Lady in Magic Flute, Maddalena in Andrea Chenier, Violetta in 
La Traviata, the title role in Tosca, and Guilietta and the Voice in Tales of Hoffmann. Leslie was the founder and Ar-
tistic Director of the Metropolitan Lyric Theatre, an opera company in Northern New Jersey.  She currently  
resides in Chester.  We are grateful to Leslie for sharing her talents with us. 
 

I look forward to working with the youth of CPC as they prepare to lead us in worship on Sunday, March 11.  I 
look forward to “sharing the bench” with one of our talented young musicians, Tim Eischen, who will be the 
pianist for one of the hymns that Sunday:  Standing in the Need of Prayer.   Jayden Robbins will also sing a solo: My 
Good Lord Done Been Here, a Spiritual arranged by Moses Hogan. 
 

During the second week of March, the senior technician from the A.E. Schlueter Pipe Organ Company, in  
Lithonia, Georgia, will be here to work on our Chancel Organ.  During the extremely cold and dry weather in  
January, there were some problems with the organ ciphering.  The instrument is 20 years old, and most of the 
work will be regulation, and some minor voicing and tuning.  Fortunately, there is a small restricted fund dedicated 
to organ maintenance, that should cover the expense. 
 

On Easter Sunday, April 1, at the 11:00am service, we are fortunate to have a Brass Quintet of talented students 
from VCU.  They will provide a joyous Prelude and Postlude, as well as accompanying the choir on their Anthem; 
they will also join the organ in the playing of the hymns.  It will most certainly be a triumphant Sunday, and I 
thank several patrons from the Chancel Choir for their generosity in financing these musicians. 
 

Mark your calendars - there are two concerts scheduled for April!  On Tuesday, April 17 at 7:30pm, The Rich-
mond Symphonic Winds, under the direction of Iris Schwartz will return to CPC for a free concert.  On Sunday, 
April 29, my nephew, Adam Dorn, will present a violin concert at 3:30pm.  He is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, and currently pursuing Graduate studies at De Paul University in Chicago.  His accompanist, 
Chan Mi Jean, is currently living in Richmond, where she is a staff accompanist for the Virginia Opera.  She is a 
graduate of Asbury University in Kentuckey; has two degrees from Indiana University, and recently completed her 
Doctorate in Collaborative Piano from UW-Madison.  A native of Korea, Chan Mi’s father is an ordained Presby-
terian Minister and Missionary.  That day in the audience, we hope to welcome members of the Korean Presbyteri-
an Church in Chesterfield.  More info on both concerts will be in the April Newsletter. 
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     I wish to give thanks to my family at Chester  
Presbyterian Church for your cards, phone calls,  
and most of all your prayers in the passing of my  
grandson, Thomas Trail.  
 

     God called him home.  He will be missed until  
we meet again.  
 

Kelly Cahill  

     My sincere thanks goes out to all those who so 
kindly kept me in their thoughts and prayers during 
my recent hip surgery.  
  

     Thank you, your prayers worked, I am moving 
pretty well thanks to you and the Almighty.   
 

Sincerely, Dorinda Davidson 

Christ Knew the Importance of  Names 
 

In James Martin’s Book Pilgrimage, he travels through the Holy Land and reflects on various verses and events 
in the Bible.  While visiting the tomb, he recalls that Mary did not recognize Jesus.  “The Resurrection appearance 
shows that the Risen Christ understood what each of the disciples needed in order to believe. Mary needed to 
hear her name.”  He called her by name and she immediately recognized him.  Who in our congregation needs to 
hear his/her name?  Which visitor that comes to our church is waiting to hear his/her name.   
 

Christ knew the power of calling people by their names.  Help continue that power by wearing your name tag.  
Lets make this a church where people call each other by name! 
 

Blank tags are available for use on the table in front of the name tag board.   
Or you can order a permanent badge from Linn Coghill. 

     Pizza, Pizza! 
 

The Little Caesar’s Pizza Kit 
fundraiser was such a success for 
the Preschool in the Fall that we 
are going to do it again in March! 
Order forms will be available in 
front of Kim Hopkins’ office 
(Room #108).  All orders will need to be picked up on the delivery day – 
April 12th - between 10 am – 2 pm. All proceeds will benefit Chester Pres-
byterian Preschool.  Thank you so much for your support! 
 

Preschool Open Enrollment is going on now for the 

2018/2019 school year. Please contact Kim at 748-9465 or visit cpcpre-
school.org for more information. 

Lunch Bunch  
 

We will be gathering at Howlett's on 
Mar 11 at 12:30 for the coming of 
Spring (hopefully!) Please join us for 
a casual lunch and bring a friend--or 
join us if you haven't before!  
 

As always, please let us know if you 
will be there so we can give the res-
taurant a reasonably accurate head-
count. Thanks! 
 

Look forward to seeing you! 
 

-Marnie 

First Sunday Fellowship March 4:   
 

Stay for lunch following 11:00AM worship and visit 

with your CPC family and friends. No need to go home 

a prepare lunch – we’ll do it for you! Homemade soup 

and sandwiches are on the menu once again. Comfort 

food at its best!  

XYZ’s cordially invite you  
 

. . . to attend a luncheon and program of  
“Your Favorite Gospel Songs and Hymns”  

performed by our own Jim Dorn.  Join the fun  
March 21 at 11:45 in the fellowship hall! 
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Our Food Pantry needs your help!   

 

On average our church  provides food for  3-5 families per week.  Following are March’s “foods of the week.”  
As always, $10 Kroger cards are needed and appreciated.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

3/4 Cereal 

3/11 Pasta Sauce / Pasta 

3/18 Rice 

3/25 Beans (baked, black, etc.) 

Adult Christian Education 
 

Adult CE classes continue Sundays through March 25, 9:45—10:45A.M.  
 

Illuminating Lent by Donald K. McKim 
 

Led by Jackie Wade, this class meets in the Pastors’ Gallery 
 

The Church and Politics by David True 
 

Led by Don and Dorinda Davidson, this class meets in the  

2nd floor conference room. 

Youth Camperships  
 

Want to go to Massanetta or Montreat this summer?   

Presbyterian Women have a limited number of camperships available.   

Please contact  Jana Wood, at dtwood2@verizon.net or call 796-9110 

 CPC Youth Group  
 

. . . will begin meeting directly after church on March 4.  We will meet from  

12-2 and will have lunch together before our weekly activities. We are excited 

for the new opportunities that this time slot will allow for, and hope that this 

time will work better for our middle and high-school students. 

Earth Day is TEA 
TIME!    

 

All ladies are invited to a special 
"Caring for Creation" Tea 
hosted by our Presbyterian 
Women on Sunday April 22 at 
2:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.   
This annual event promises to 
be one filled with yummy treats 
and tea served by our loyal men 
of Chester Presbyterian Church.   
Our very own Richard Nunnally 
will be the guest speaker for the 
event.  Mark your calendars 
now to join us! 

Presbyterian Women are  
Seeking Donations 

 
 

. . . For our Silent Auction to be held 
during the Women’s Tea.  Donations 
may be anything from plants to home 
décor, art, gift cards to area restaurants, 
etc.  We ask that all items be new or like
-new.  Our silent auction prizes are giv-
en by random drawnings, generating a 
lot of excitement as well as substantial 
funds for a local charity.  Please place 
your donations in the blue plastic bin 
labeled PW Tea in the hallway next to 
the playground door.  Please contact 
Jana Wood, at 796-9110 or 
dtwood2@verizon.net, with questions. 



5 

 

CHESTER  

PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 

3424 W Hundred Rd 

Chester, VA  23831 
 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian 
Church is to: 

 

Deliver God’s Word.  Grow in  
Faith.  Serve All People. 

 

Remember  
to make your  

amazon.com purchases through  

AmazonSmile.   

When you select  

Chester Presbyterian Church as 

your desired charitable  

recipient, Amazon will  

donate  

1/2 of 1% of purchases  

to the church! 

Our unique charity link:  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-

3201660  

Home Communion 
is available  

 

to sick or housebound  
members.  

 
 

Please contact Nancy Gefvert,  
804-768-7627 or  

nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 

Remember the  
Prayer Calendar 

 

The Membership Committee  
encourages you to note the names  
by each date on the church  
calendar.   Take a moment  
each day to pray for that  
person or family.   
 

This helps us  
become more 
aware of one   
another and our 
need to support 
each other  
in prayer. 

CPC Session in Review 
 

 Highlights from the meeting of the session,  
February 18, 2018: 

 

 Received into membership: 
 

       Beverly Crute 
       Nathan and Erin Kissner 
  

 Approved 2018 budget. 
  

 Heard February 17th POJ report 
 

 Commissioned POJ mission team to Haiti  
 including CPC member Deborah Regal. 
 

        Carson Rhyne retires December 2018. 

The future of  ministry on this corner is  
in your hands! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Review CPC’s planned giving brochure today. 
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Staff Contact Information 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor, gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator, lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music, jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jessie Partridge Cooke 

CE Intern, Christian.ed@chesterpres.org 
 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator, office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Sandra Walker 

Financial Secretary, financial.sec@chesterpres.org 
 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Maundy Thursday worship will be celebrated in  
the sanctuary at 7:00P.M, Thursday, March 29 with 
communion.   
 

Our Good Friday Service will be held in the  
sanctuary Friday, March 30 at 7:00P.M.   

 

Easter Breakfast  
 

Take a few moments to enjoy the CPC family  

at table as we celebrate the resurrection.   

Breakfast will be served Easter morning, April 1 

from 9:30-10:30A.M in the fellowship hall.  

Cost is $3/person; $10 max/family.  

Easter Egg Hunt  
  

All children are invited to join us for 

an Easter egg hunt on Easter morn-

ing, April 1. Grab your Easter basket 

and join us for Sunday school  

beginning at 9:45.  Preschool meets in room 109 and K-5 

meets on the second floor in room 210.  This fun activity 

will be during our Sunday school time. 

Weekly Lenten Reflection:   
 

Look for posts on Facebook each Sunday, with 

scripture text and a question for you to reflect on 

during Lent.  Like us on Facebook if you have not 

already done so. A printed version will also be 

available in the narthex with each week. We hope 

this brings meaning into your life during this  

Lenten season. 

Flowering the Cross:   

On Friday the cross was an ugly, horrifying 

object illustrating the worst of humanity.  

Yet through the light of the empty tomb it 

became the central symbol of our faith.  

This is so, be-

cause the worst 

of humanity is 

still no match 

for the grace of 

God.  On East-

er day, April 1, 

take part in il-

lustrating the 

majestic beauty 

of God’s re-

deeming act by 

flowering the 

cross. Every-

one in your 

household is invited to bring cut flowers to 

worship that day.  Each will have an oppor-

tunity to beautify a cross on this special oc-

casion. Bring one, bring a bouquet – togeth-

er we’ll show the world the beauty of Jesus’ 

resurrection.  

                              Men of  the Church 
    

  Men’s Breakfast March 10, at 8:00A.M.    
Come out for a fun time, breakfast, fellowship, and Bible study.   

 

For more details, contact  
Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  


