
  

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                 February 2019 

No Longer Strangers… 
 
My missions professor, Dr. Sam Moffatt, a retired missionary from Korea, once translated a passage from  
II Corinthians as follows: 
 

Amid a severe ordeal of trouble, their overflowing joy and their deep poverty together have poured out a flood of rich generosity; I can testify 
that up to their means, aye, and beyond their means they have given—begging me of their own accord, most urgently, for the favor of contrib-

uting to the support of the saints. They have done more than I expected: they gave themselves to the Lord to begin with. (II Cor. 8:5-2) 
 

A flood of rich generosity has poured from you, the members and friends of CPC.  Over the past few months, you 
have committed $1,076,893 to the 2019 ministry budget and the Ignite debt reduction campaign.  That is truly  
awe-inspiring.  Thank you! 
 
A portion of the Ignite pledges received in 2018 have already been used to close a line of credit.  Thanks be to God, 
one down, one to go.  This year, 2019, we begin meeting our pledges to Ignite.  Many have already, and as the pledges 
to Ignite come in, the trustees have begun to forecast the optimum approach to re-casting the mortgage loan.  With 
just over $682,000 pledged from your abundant generosity, the reduction of our debt service will eventually be a  
tremendous burden lifted off the ministries on this corner. 
 
At the same time there is still work to be done in completing our 2019 budget.  The Finance Update on page 2 explains 
where we are with our current projected shortfall.  As the report indicates, we continue to have difficult choices to 
make in planning ministry from this corner.  However, as the report also indicates, the session, through the grace of 
God, has begun to discern a vision beyond the stormy financial seas of recent years.  The vision is centered on  
enhanced work in three committees:  Stewardship, Membership Development and Christian Education.  These  
committees, as all of our committees, oversee, plan and implement amazing ministry.  Yet, there are more opportuni-
ties, to engage local neighborhoods, increase awareness of stewardship and strengthen our solid educational ministry.  
 
I highlight the above to encourage every member to attend the annual meetings of the congregation and corporation. 
Just as receiving a pledge from every household is vital, so too is every member’s attendance.  At the meeting we’ll have 
an opportunity to hear a more detailed presentation of 2019’s developing budget and begin to hear some of God’s 
grace and vision for the coming year.  Committee chairs will be on hand to share their work, as well as assist you in 
finding ways you can help ministry on this corner.  
 
     Shalom, 

Souper Bowl Sunday/  
Annual Meeting 

February 3   
 

 

Stay for lunch and the annual meeting of the corporation and 
the congregation following 11:00AM worship.   
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Musical Notes by Jim Dorn 

 
New members are always welcome and needed in our choirs!  Joyful Noise 
meets on Sunday mornings at 9:30A.M. in the Trevvett Music Room 
213.  They will sing at both services on Sunday, February 3.   
 
The AWE Singers, under the direction of Jim Gorin,  rehearse on Thursday 
evenings at 6:30P.M. in the fellowship hall, and sing for the Sunday 8:45A.M. 
service.   
 
The Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30P.M. in the Trevvett Music Room 213, 
and sings for the Sunday 11:00A.M. Service. 
 
Please mark your calendars for upcoming concerts: 
 
Tuesday, March 12 at 7:00P.M. – Brass  students from VCU will perform music that they will tour with to Cartagena, Co-
lombia.  (At this concert, there will be a free-will offering to assist the students in their travel expenses.) 
 
Tuesday, March 26 at 7:00P.M. – Richmond Symphonic Winds, under the direction of Iris Schwartz. 

Finance Update 
 

In 2018, between the Ignite campaign to pay down our mortgage and the annual stewardship campaign, 

this congregation has pledged over a million dollars.  What wonderful news! It shows the generosity and 

support our congregation has to the Church on this Corner. 

 

However, even with all of that generosity from this congregation, we are still working to finalize the 

2019 budget, and have some hard decisions to make.  

 

You, of course, can help us resolve the challenge.  If you have not yet pledged for 2019, please do so.  Your financial sup-

port is vital to the work of the church.  If after prayerful consideration you feel you can increase your pledge, it would be 

gratefully appreciated. 

 

Unfortunately, in 2018 our loose offering receipts were about $30,000 lower than budgeted.  This caused a larger than  

expected shortfall for 2018.  After careful stewardship by our committees, we underspent approximately $10,000 which 

lessened the deficit. 

 

Because of that shortfall in loose offerings, the finance committee decided to adjust the budgeted 2019 loose offering down 

by about half.  We are also still waiting for some annual pledges to come in.  At this point, those 2 things have created a 

significant reduction in 2019 revenue projections. 

 

The whole leadership team of the church has come together and worked on what they can do to reduce expenses to get a 

balanced budget.  Working together, we have come up with reductions in budgeted expenses that brings that amount below 

2018 actual expenses.  These reductions are going to cause some pain, and unfortunately, this is still quite a bit more than 

what we have currently pledged and budgeted for revenue.   

 

Not all is a dark as it might seem.  The leadership team sees a way forward with the 2019 budget, and will be sharing that 

plan and more details of where we stand at the February 3 congregational meeting.  We urge all who are able to attend. 

 

Again, you are urged to pledge to CPC’s annual stewardship campaign if you have not already done so.  2019 is going to be 

a tight year, but with Ignite and the reduction of the mortgage payment and other things that are coming to fruition, the 

leadership team sees a bright path forward. 
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Christian Education Corner   
 

Our Mission Statement is to Deliver God’s Word…Grow in Faith. . . Serve all 
People.  An avenue for meeting this lofty charge is through participation in 
Christian Education opportunities.  The benefits for yourself as well as others can 
be profound.   
 
Recently at a Presbytery task force meeting, participants were asked to share an 
early childhood memory of church.  Most of the stories shared were about adults 
who, through their presence in the pews during worship, Sunday school, or other 
activities, nurtured that individual and/or his or her entire family.   
 
I have attended Sunday school more Sundays than I have missed during my  
entire life.  Needless to say, I have found and continue to find strength for my 
journey by teaching or attending classes.  I came up with Top 10 Reasons I at-
tend Sunday School: 
 

10.  Attendance is easy since I’m already there for worship 

 9.  I connect with people I like and want to know better. 

 8.  I leave with a new perspective or insight. 

 7.  When I join a church I make a commitment to help others raise up 
      their children in the faith. 

 6.  I love being with and learning from children. 

 5.  I believe the Bible is truly the “Living Word of God,” so I find new 
      understanding as I grow and change. 

 4.  I get to know others on more than a superficial level during  
      discussion and sharing. 

 3.  I seek greater understanding of God’s word. 

 2.  I seek to use my talents for the building up of the church. 

 1.  I love the Church and believe as a Church we are called to “be 
      steadfast and strong together.” 

                 

    Hope to see you in Sunday School!  
     

    - Susan Mapes 

Staff  Contact 

Information 
 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music 

jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jim Gorin 

AWE Music Director 

jimgorin@gmail.com 
 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Kathy Peebles 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 
 

Don Davidson 

Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 
 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Our Food Pantry     
 Needs Your Help!   

 

On average our church  

provides food for 3 to 5  

families per week.  We are cur-

rently in need of soup, coffee/

tea, jelly and cereal.  

As always, $10 Kroger  

gift cards are needed and  

appreciated. 
 

Thank you for  
your generosity! 
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Dear Chester Presbyterian, 

 

Thank you all so much for your donations to Carver Academy.  I am not sure 

who brought in the donations, but we are so 

grateful for the clothing and feminine hygiene 

products.  Our students are blessed by your  

kindness. 

 

Thank you again for your generosity! 

 

Mary Thompson 

 
 

Thank you! Thank you! 
 
Many thanks to all of you who came out on a cold winter 

day to help the Membership Development committee take 

down Christmas decorations on 

January 5.  Your help was most 

appreciated!  Many hands made 

light work for all! 

 

January Outreach 
 

 

CPC Missions in January provided:   

 

          Grace Café meals:  494 through January 28 

 

          Groceries to 11 families Home  
Communion is 

available  
to sick or housebound  

members.  
Please contact Nancy Gefvert, 

04-768-7627 or  
nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 

Welcomes you for Dinner  

Every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

or 804-931-7894. 

 

Lunch Bunch  
 
We gather Feb 10, 12:30P.M. at Howletts  
for "heartfelt" friendship and great food!  
 
Please join us and bring a friend, familiar or 
newfound.  We look forward to seeing you!   
 
As always, please let us know if you will be 
joining us so we can give a close number to 
the restaurant! 
  -Marnie and Bob Brown 
    forestend@verizon.net 
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Up Close and Personal with Gordon Mapes 
 

 Ever wonder how a three-sport high school athlete from southern California wound up on the east coast, 

much less Chester, Virginia?  Some might call it fate while others might consider it divine intervention.   

 As with most people, one or more life changing events typically occur over our lifetime. Gordon has had 

more than most that lead him to CPC.  While many 5th grade boys were playing ball and collecting baseball cards, 

Gordon’s family experienced his first life changing event, the divorce of his parents.  That created a shift in family 

responsibilities, since he was the oldest of the three Mapes children.  While helping his mother, he managed a 

morning newspaper route and washed pots at the local Italian restaurant one afternoon each week.  

High school sports provided a needed relief and the development that comes from being part of a team. 

He was a good student, with a passion for history. While many of his classmates eventually went away to college, 

he enrolled at U. C. San Diego to save money and be closer to home.  Majoring in history and literature, Gordon 

had his eyes set on becoming a lawyer.  On the third day of his freshman year, the second life changing event  

occurred when his mother was disabled in a serious auto accident. Again, his responsibilities at home increased.  

A third life changing event, occurred when his date on a Saturday night, invited him to attend church with 

her the next morning.  He had not grown up in a church and had never been baptized.  There he found support 

and a warm feeling of compassion that he’d not experienced before, from people other than his family.  He  

became involved in church activities and was mentored by one of the associate pastors.  Church felt good! 

Still thinking of law school, an older associate pastor invited him to a luncheon of Princeton Seminary 

alumni.  That led to more conversation about ministry and eventually he was recruited by Princeton. Following 

seminary, he took a year off and worked as an intern in a large church in Front Royal, Virginia.  The next life 

changing event occurred when, he was charged with taking on major responsibilities, that the pastor couldn’t han-

dle. He concluded that he’d rather be head pastor in 

a small church, rather than be an associate under an-

other pastor with major conflicting issues.  In 1987, 

he answered the call to a little country church in Nel-

son County, Virginia, a far cry from his southern Cal-

ifornia up-bringing. 

The next life changing event was when he 

met Susan, a speech therapist at the Kluge Children’s 

Rehab Center, in Charlottesville.  They married and 

stayed in Nelson County for a several more years, 

before becoming an associate at Salisbury Presbyteri-

an in Midlothian.  

Most of us know how his ministry developed 

from there; 8 years at Salisbury, followed by 8 years 

at Brandermill and then as short stay as an interim at 

Bon Air Presbyterian before answering the call to 

Chester Pres.  He’s still a fan of the Grateful Dead 

and the Padres, though he hasn’t, yet, forgiven the 

Chargers for moving to L. A. 

Perhaps his most recent life changing event 

was making his last tuition payment to the College of 

William and Mary.  Son Stuart is a graduate of W & 

M and daughter Chloe will graduate in the spring. 

Divine intervention, fate, or whatever you call 

it, we are blessed by having this wonderful family as 

part of our CPC family. 
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CPC Session In Review 
 

   January 13 stated meeting, approved: 
 
 

 Special offering approved for upcoming VCU 
brass concert. 

 Recommendation to Congregation, Session 
number change from 18 to 12. 

 2019 Budget process continues. 

 Began study of marriage 

 Diaconate noted AED equipment up to date. 

 Christian Education forming task force to  
organize a multi-faceted Marketplace day. 

CHESTER  
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

3424 W Hundred Rd, 
Chester, VA  23831 

 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian Church is to:  
Deliver God’s Word.  Grow  in Faith.  

Serve All People. 

Theology on Tap  
                     February 20, 6:30PM  

 Steam Bell Beer Works 

   1717 Oak Lake Blvd, Midlothian 23112 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Food, fellowship and conversation at the intersection of life and faith. 

Men of  the Church    

  Men’s Breakfast  
 

February 2, 8:00A.M.    
 

Come out for a fun time, breakfast, fellowship, and Bible 
study.  For more details, contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  

 
 

Souper Bowl of  Caring 
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring utilizes Super Bowl weekend in America to  
mobilize young people to fight hunger and poverty in their local communities. 
Its vision is to transform Super Bowl weekend into America's largest youth-led 
weekend of giving and serving. Young people collect monetary and food  

donations during the week leading up to Super Bowl Sunday. 100% of the money and food is then given directly 
to local charities of the group's choice.  Our youth will be outside of AWE and the Sanctuary after both services 
Sunday, February 3 with soup pots.  Please consider making a monetary donation and/or bring a can(s) of  
vegetables.  Funds will be directed towards Grace Café and canned goods to our CPC food bank. 

Open Enrollment is going on now for the 2019/2020 

school year!  We offer a half-day program for children ages  

2 ½ - 5 years old.  For more information, check out our website 

at cpcpreschool.org or call Kim Hopkins at 804-748-9465. 


