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No Longer Strangers… 
 

A dynamic Holy Week-Easter is in store for us. We’ll begin with Joyful Noise leading our procession 

into worship on Palm Sunday, lifting their angelic voices in song. On Holy Thursday our wonderful 

chancel choir will lead music as we gather around the table of the Last Supper, reflecting on the cost 

of betrayal and denial and witness the stripping of the ornamentation of the sanctuary. For the Good 

Friday service, the delightful AWEsome singers will guide us musically as we marvel at a liturgical 

movement piece and hear again the timeless story of Jesus’ sacrifice through his passion. 

 

On Easter, all the stops will be pulled out. The Membership Committee is overseeing a congrega-

tional breakfast between services; Christian Education is hosting an Egg hunt for children; once 

again you are invited to bring fresh flowers to flower the cross; we’ll share special music at each ser-

vice, including brass at 11:00; and new this year, we’ll celebrate the rising of the Son by releasing 

butterflies into God’s creation. 

 

Preparing for Holy Week this year, however, also brings a touch of sadness for it signals our Music 

Director Jim Dorn’s retirement. (Well, actually his second retirement.) We were indeed blessed three 

years ago when Jim accepted the call and joined our staff. Jim has been a grace-filled addition to 

the ministry of CPC. His compassion, wit, teaching ability, joy (and pastries), have brought countless 

blessings to us. As he and Terri look to return to their beloved MinneSNOWta, we will indeed miss 

him. I offer my heartfelt gratitude for his presence in ministry with us these three years and for teach-

ing the choir to appreciate cherry pie. The worship committee is preparing a farewell reception for 

Jim following worship on April 28
th
. Look for details in a couple of weeks as we send him off with a 

fount of gratitude. 

 

Yet even as Jim retires, God has blessed us with our next incoming Music Director, Dr. Douglas-

Jayd Burn. Douglas is a dynamic and gifted pianist, organist and director. He received his doctorate 

from the University of Arizona, but he is a local talent, having graduated from Monacan High School 

and VCU. His passion for music and engaging personality will be a delightful part of CPC’s ministry 

in the years to come and I am excited to start working with him.  I know you will enjoy Douglas’ lead-

ership. He will start April 1, overlapping with Jim, getting to know the choir and the rest of the staff 

and the congregation through April.   

 

Shalom, 
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Holy Week and Easter Services 
 

Maundy Thursday worship will be celebrated in 

the sanctuary at 7:00P.M, Thursday,  

April 18 with communion.   
 

Good Friday worship service will be held in the 

sanctuary Friday, April 19 at 7:00P.M.   

 

Easter worship services will be held on April 21 

at 8:45 and 11:00A.M. 

Easter Breakfast:  Enjoy the CPC family for breakfast on Easter morning, April 21 from  

9:30-10:30A.M. in the fellowship hall.  Contributions appreciated to cover costs. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt & Butterfly Release 
 

Join in the celebration of new life in Christ and his  

resurrection! This year we will release live butterflies in 

conjunction with the children’s Easter Egg Hunt. Following 

Children’s Sunday School, plan to meet in the field behind 

the church at 10:25A.M. 

Flowering the Cross   
On Friday the cross was an ugly, horrifying object illustrating the worst of  

humanity.  Yet through the light of the empty tomb it became the central 

symbol of our faith.  This is so, because the worst of humanity is still no 

match for the grace of God.   

 

On Easter day, April 21, take part in illustrating the majestic beauty of God’s 

redeeming act by flowering the cross. Everyone in your household is invited 

to bring cut flowers to worship that day.  Each will have an opportunity to 

beautify a cross on this special occasion. Bring one, bring a bouquet –  

together we’ll show the world the beauty of Jesus’ resurrection.  

 

 

 

New Adult Christian Education Class 
 

“Seven Days to Glory: Holy Week” begins Sunday, April 7 at 9:45A.M. in the  

Pastors’ Gallery. Through this study, walk through Jesus’ experiences and reflect 

on what they mean to us as Christians.  This class will run through May 19. 
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 Music Notes  

 

 
I wish all a Blessed Holy Week, and wish to thank, in advance, our dedicated and talented 

musicians who are diligently preparing some beautiful and inspiring music . 

 

On Palm Sunday, April 14, we will begin the 11:00A.M. service with a procession — all chil-

dren are invited to participate, and for the third time they will be led by our experienced Cruci-

fer, Josh Wood. The children of Joyful Noise will sing at both services, and at the 11:00A.M. 

service the Chancel Choir  will add to the tumult with their sturdy anthem by William Bill-

ing:  Rejoice, ye shining worlds on High . . . behold the King of Glory nigh!  Who can this king 

of Glory be? The mighty lord, and Savior’s he!  

 

On Maundy Thursday, April 18, the Chancel Choir will sing two traditional texts that since me-

dieval times have been associated with the service that marks the beginning of the Sacred 

Triduum, and commemorates the Lord’s Last Supper.  Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est – 

Where charity and love are, God is there; is referring to the Mandatum from the Gospel of 

John, where he recounts Jesus washing the feet of the apostles, and a sign of service/care for 

others. The music is by a young contemporary Norwegian composer, Ola Gjello.  The second 

anthem, Ave verum corpus – Hail true body;  is associated with the Last Supper.  Both of 

these anthems will be sung in Latin, and are from the extensive and expansive choral music 

library at CPC, that is so wonderfully maintained by Kathryn George and catalogued by War-

ren Trevvett.   As has become a tradition here, our resident bagpiper, Mike Harrah, will play 

serene music at the end of the service. 

 

On Good Friday, the AWE musicians under the talented leadership of Jim Gorin, will lead us 

in worship. 

            

On Easter Sunday, at the 11:00A.M. Service, we will have the triumphant music of a Brass 

Quintet with Timpani.  They will all join forces with the Chancel Choir on:  Christ, Our Passo-

ver – and Easter Anthem by Will C. MacFarlane, a Scottish composer who emigrated to the 

USA one hundred years ago! 

- Jim Dorn 

Interested in Finding out more about CPC? 
 

New to Chester Presbyterian Church?  You’re invited to the next Inquirers’ 
Class Sunday, April 28 at 9:45A.M. in the 1

st
 floor conference room. 

You’ll find out: Who we are. What we believe. What we do. How to join! 

Make plans to attend. For more information, contact Linn Coghill at  
804-748-4636, ext. 307 or lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
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Up Close and Personal with Ron & Carroll Briggs 
 

After most CPC members and staff return home, the Briggs brothers come in to get our facilities 

ready for the next day.  For more than 18 years, Ron and Carroll have 

been our sextons, keeping our facilities clean and in order. 

  

While both brothers grew up in Chester, Ron went to the county’s all black 

schools until the 11
th
 grade.  While he felt out of place, he fondly remem-

bers his favorite teacher, Mrs. Rideout.  She was beautiful and played her 

guitar at the beginning of class to get everyone settled before digging into 

history.  Following high school he briefly attended St. Paul’s College, but 

left after one year to work for Hercules Corporation inn Hopewell.  In 1980, 

he and his brothers started the first of several janitorial services, which 

both he and Carroll still run today.  In the meantime, he spent 23 years 

working for Chesterfield County Schools.  First as in-school suspension 

teacher, then SRO, and finally as Building Supervisor.  He was awarded 

“Faculty of the Year” three times while working at Swift Creek Middle. 

  

With a love of God and a natural passion for ministry, he started preaching to and praying with in-

mates at the Riverside Jail and continued at the Lunenburg Prison for some 10 years. A lifelong 

member of Bethesda Baptist Church, he holds a Masters Degree from Tabernacle Divinity School 

and only has to finish his dissertation to be awarded his Doctorate in 

Divinity.  Having completed a yearlong certificate program in Missions 

at Virginia Union, he was recently named Minister of Missions at his 

church.  Ron has one son, Ron Jr. and a grandson attending Duke 

University. 

 

Younger brother Carroll went all the way 

through Thomas Dale, where he excelled 

in track, basketball and football.  He ad-

mits, Heather Sloan was his favorite teach-

er in spite of the fact that she gave him his 

only demerits.  From TD he went on to 

VSU and received his Bachelor’s degree in 

Health and Physical Education.  His wife, 

Vanessa, went to VSU on an athletic 

scholarship for track and basketball.   He 

said she was fast and tall and probably 

can still beat him in a free throw shooting contest. 

  

After 7 years as a security officer at Thomas Dale, he spent the next 

18 years as the Facility Coordinator, there.  Currently, he has a full-

time position as Environmental Director at Glenburnie Rehabilitation 

Center in Richmond.  He and Vanessa have been married 34 years 

and have an adult daughter, Genee.  

Staff  Contact 

Information 
 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music 

jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jim Gorin 

AWE Music Director 

jimgorin@gmail.com 
 

Office 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Kathy Peebles 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 
 

Don Davidson 

Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 
 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 
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Graduate Information Needed 
 

Our 2019 graduates will be recognized at a reception 

on June 2.   Graduate information is needed for all 

high school, college, technical or advanced degree 

graduates.   

 

Please contact Linn Coghill (lcoghill@chesterpres.org) 

by Sunday, May 19 with the following information: 

graduate’s name, address, school and type of degree 

(if applicable) that will be received. 

  Home  
  Communion  
is available to sick  

or housebound members.  
 

Please contact  
Nancy Gefvert, 804-768-7627 or  

nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 

Lunch Bunch  
 

Come, join us for food and fellowship 

at Jiangs Chinese restaurant on April 

14th at 12:45P.M.  Bring a friend, new 

or familiar, or just come yourself --we'd 

love to see you!  
 

Jiang's is located at 1213 Carmia Way 

in Midlothian. It's two traffic lights east 

of Chesterfield Town Center. Drive into 

the center of the shopping center--

Jiangs will be on the right in the middle 

of a small group of buildings. Phone is 

804-379-6607 in case you need it. 
 

As always, please let us know if you 

will be coming so we can give the res-

taurant as close a number as possible! 

Look forward to all your news and views! 

 - Marnie and Bob Brown, 
forestend@verizon.net 

Dinner at Grace Cafe 
Every Tuesday 

5:30-6:30PM 
 

 

       For more information:  
 

Contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net or 804-931-7894  

The Presbyterian Women would like to thank all who contributed items for the  

Ladies Tea raffle as well as those that purchased tickets.   

We had 35 drawings for fabulous prizes and raised $1,025 to contribute to the  

restoration and painting of CPC's Wyatt Chapel.   

The generosity and support of Chester Presbyterian Church is continuously amazing!   

THANK YOU! 

Pizza Party and Bingo! 

Join XYZs on April 17 in the fellowship hall.  
 

Meeting starts at 11:45A.M. as usual but no need to 

bring your lunch this time. We'll have pizza,  

beverages and dessert, followed by a rousing game 

of bingo. 
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Open Enrollment is going on now for the 

upcoming 2019/2020 school year!   

We offer a half-day program for children ages 2 

½ - 5 years old.  For more information, check 

out our website at cpcpreschool.org  

or call Kim Hopkins at 804-748-9465. 

CPC Yard Sale April 27 8:00AM—Noon 

Cleaning out your cupboards, your closets, and those over-loaded 

basements and attics? Need a place to take those old treasures? 

Consider saving them for the CPC yard sale.    
 

Donations will be accepted April 22-26. Spots are also available to 

rent in the parking lot.  Contact Jude Osborne (804-304-6889) or 

Frank Hartsoe (804-221-4383) for more information. 

 

CPC Session In Review 
 

   March 17 stated meeting highlights: 
 
 

 Worship Committee recommendation to move 
to one worship service at 10:00A.M. beginning 
June 16th was approved.   

 

 Stewardship discussion of special gift  
      continues. 
 

 Marriage, as defined in Book of Order,  
      discussion continues. 
 

 An alternative VBS will be held on Tuesday 
nights July 9 - August 7.  Marketplace has 
been put on hold. 

 

 Douglas-Jayd Burn has accepted the position 
of Music Director. 

 

 Administrative Assistant position has been 
posted, and applications are being received. 

 

 Finance Committee is seeking an assistant 
treasurer to work with treasurer Don Davidson. 

 

April 6, 8:00A.M.    
 

Come out for a fun time, breakfast, fellowship, 
and Bible study.  For more details, contact  

Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

Our Food Pantry Needs Your Help!   
 

On average, our church 

provides food for 3 to 5  

families per week.   

We are currently in 

need of: Soup and 

canned peas; and as 

always, $10 Kroger gift 

cards are needed and appreciated. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Chester Presbyterian 
Church 

3424 W Hundred Rd, Chester, VA  

804-748-4636     
 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian Church is to:   

Deliver God’s Word. Grow  in Faith.  

Serve All People. 


